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• Functional needs • Special needs The word, “special,” in relationship to those with 
disabilities is now widely considered offensive 
because it euphemistically stigmatizes that which 
is different. 

• Wheelchair-user
• Person who uses a 

wheelchair

• Wheelchair-bound
• Confined to a 

wheelchair

A person should not be defined only in relation-
ship to a piece of equipment. Wheelchairs can 
liberate people by increasing access. Also, people 
who use wheelchairs are not permanently con-
fined in them, but rather are transferred to sleep, 
sit in chairs, drive cars, etc. 

Source: National Center on Disability and Journalism
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